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United Church Health Services

A Coast to Coast Mission Hospitals before
there was a United Church 1 18891 2009

132 Home MiI ssions or Wo
Societies
ABC i Bella Bella, Bella Coola, Hazelton
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United Church Involvement

A Beginnings i Methodist and Presbyterian
churches A medical missions and health
services In isolated communities

A June 10,1925 i formation of the UCC A
mission-or i ent ed women ( Wo me
Soclety) 1 recruited, appointed and supported
nurses

A Since 1925 UCC General Council made
decisions re supporting hospital missions
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UCC Health Services

A First established Home Mission i 1889 i
Port Simpson, BC

A Last established Home Mission T 1964 |
baie Verte, Nfd

A Overall 32 established i 4 remaining

A Some taken over by other entities (e.g.
provincial health) or just shut down

A Funding changed from UCC to provincial
health services
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UCHS BC Status

A Each Health Service Site had been
governed by its own community board 1
set up in the early years of regionalization

A When community boards eliminated i
faith-based health services formed an
agreement with government to retain their
own governance, as well as be
accountable to provincial health services
through the appropriate region
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BC UCHS

A 2004 i BC Conference request to
determine:

I If the UCC should be involved in the direct
delivery of health care services in its 3 sites 1
Bella Bella, Bella Coola and Hazelton

I And If so, what should the role of the UCC BC
Conference be?

Consultant Team i Drs Heather Clarke, Terry




What we did

A Visited each site

A Met with administrative and health care
staff and board of directors

A Held community meetings

A Shared meals, meetings and worship
A Lived in UCHS residence/housing

A Met with provincial regional senior staff
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What we found

The UCC has:
A A political responsibility
A Moral/spiritual leadership responsibilities

A Communication and oversight
responsibilities for urgent matters
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